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Editor, Cindy Simon

General Meeting – October 20

Program:  Early Clermont up to 
the 1800’s

Presenter: Ron Hill

Ron Hill is a member of the Clermont
Historical Society.  

He will provide a presentation of the
history of the City of Clermont up to
the 1800’s.

Please wear pink in 
honor of Breast
Cancer Awareness 
month

Next Meeting – November 17

Program: Holiday Plants

Presenter: Lake County Master
Gardener

Plants we think about during the 
Holidays: poinsettias, narcissus, 
rosemary and others will be 
discussed.

Prior to the program we will ask
members for memories of 
Thanksgiving when we were
children.  Bring in pictures and
a favorite recipe with copies to share

Helen Ribbe will explain the Holiday
Gift Bags for a local nursing home

Pam Molesky will explain plans
for tree decorating at Victory Pointe

Plant Sale and More!  

Saturday, November 6th 

9 am – 2 pm

How are you doing with the plants 

you are growing for our sale?  

Do you have any questions about 

what you should or should not grow?

Just ask!  

Pat Richardson can be reached at 

ogrampat42@yahoo.com.

Clermont Garden Club Officers

President, Cindy Simon

bsktcindy@earthlink.net

1st VP, Pam Molesky  

GMO5793@aol.com

2nd VP, Denise Palermo

educate2011@icloud.com

Treasurer, Elaine Hogan

laniehogan@yahoo.com

Assistant Treasurer, Julie Milburn

jmilburn4@cfl.rr.com

Recording Secretary, Linda Lauletta

lllauletta@gmail.com

Corresponding Secretary, Margaret Piper

flowergal@cfl.rr.com

Parliamentarian, Ruth Webb

ruthwebb1938@gmail.com
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District VII Fall Meeting October 27

The District VII Fall Meeting will be held on October 27, 2021, at the Hilton Garden 

Inn in Apopka, FL.  There are only two meetings annually for District VII, one in the 

Fall and the other in the Spring.  This is a wonderful opportunity to hear about 

activities from other garden clubs in our district.  Club presidents may choose to 

make reports and give updates on projects and events.  Members are cordially 

invited to attend this meeting.  

Location:  Hilton Garden Inn

580 E Main St

Apopka, FL 32703

407-703-4493

Program:  WOW: Enjoying the Colors of Fall

Cost:  $25.00

Registration:  Deadline: Non-Voting Members:  October 20, 2021

Voting Members: October 17, 2021

Time: Registration and Refreshments: 9:30 – 10:00 AM

Business Meeting: 10:00 AM

Call to Order:  10:00 AM

Reports:  Club and Circle Presidents, Chairmen, three minutes.

Lunch Menu:  Buffet – salad, sandwiches, dessert and beverage

Registrar:  All reservation forms and checks (made out to District VII) must be sent 

to: Joanne Mulinare, Registrar  2461 Deloraine Trail, Maitland, FL  

32751

Complete the form on the next page, send it along with your $25 check to the 

Registrar (information above).
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DISTRICT VII MEETING REGISTRATION FORM

This information in its entirety is needed for the registration and credentials  

Date : Wednesday, October 27th                                   Place: Hilton Garden Inn 580 E. Main Apopka, Make 
Registration Check Payable to: District VII  

Mail registration form and check to: Joanne Mulinare, Registrar, 2461 Deloraine Trail, Maitland,  FL 32751 
============================================================================================= 

Name ________________________________________________   Phone________________________________ 

Address _________________________________________________________________ Zip code____________ 

List all District 7 Garden Clubs you belong to________________________________________________________   

E-mail________________________________

Please check all positions that apply.

__ FFGC Officer  __ District VII Officer                     __ Circle President  
__ FFGC Chairman __ District VII Chairman  __ Delegate 
__ Former FFGC President __ Club President __ Alternate 
__ Former Director VII Director __Former NGC President __ Guest 
__ Club Member 
===========================================================================================                            

CGC Members – District VII Fall Meeting Carpool Information

Please email Cindy Simon that you are attending: bsktcindy@earthlink.net

Or call: 352-978-9542 by October 20.

Meet at the Target parking lot closest to McDonalds by 8:30 AM

We will form carpools and drive to Apopka.  The plan is to arrive @ 9:30 AM in 

time for the registration and refreshments.  Please let Cindy know if you are 

driving on your own.
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October 5th Field Trip to Polk Training Center with Lunch and 

Shopping at The Barn, Lake Alfred

On Tuesday, October 5, fourteen CGC members carpooled to the Polk Training Center to 

tour the facility and do some plant shopping.  We were met by Executive Director, Lora 

Bonacic, who led us on a tour.  Their 10-acre property is home to trees, shrubs, plants and a 

small gift shop.  It is maintained by adults with developmental disabilities who have been 

trained to grow plants from seeds and cuttings, maintain the plants in good condition, and 

assist in preparing plant orders for wholesale and retail clients.

The facility contains an interior recreation room for games and relaxation during hot or rainy 

days and is air conditioned.  In the classroom area nine students were doing a variety of

crafts and coloring while on a break. They are provided vocational instruction, receive

safety lessons and have an opportunity to interact with each other and an instructor.  

Lora told us that they are in the process of selling the 10-acre site in hopes of downsizing as 

their students and volunteers are aging and the property is becoming more difficult to 

manage.  In addition to growing plants from seeds and cuttings, they also accept donations 

of plants in good condition.  So, if you are planning to remove plants from your landscape, 

consider donating plants in good condition!  For more information about the Polk Training 

Center, Inc., please visit their website: polktrainingcenter.org.

After finding wonderful prices on plants, many of the members did some plant shopping 

before continuing to The Barn for lunch and more shopping.  We enjoyed a leisurely lunch at 

the Back Porch Tearoom. The Barn antique building was closed, but the three other 

shopping areas were open for business!  After a few hours of shopping, we over-loaded the 

cars with treasures and returned to the clubhouse.  All agreed that the day was very well 

spent learning about the Polk Training Center, enjoying lunch and shopping, and spending 

time with each other!

Attending the day: Pat Olsen, Linda 

Wentworth, Ruth Webb, Annette Tillet, Carol 

Dixon, Denise Palermo, Anne Ellis, Cindy 

Simon, Lisa Palermo, Carol Warner,

More who attended: Marilyn 

Paone, Lor Toth, Kathleen Fielitz, 

and Pam Molesky
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October Library Plant
was loaned by Elaine Hogan

Elaine Hogan shared an Alocasia
plant this month.  She is pictured with Library 
Assistant, Dylan Levy.

Genus: Alocasia  Family: Araceae

Common Name: Alocasia reginula

Alocasia plants are native to tropical forests

and jungles where they grow on the forest 

floor. Because they grow on tropical floors, 

they only do well outdoors in USDA zones 

10-12.

Alocasia are easy to grow indoors with bright, 

indirect sunlight. Preferably an East or West

facing window in a South room. Insufficient 

light will cause the plant’s growth to slow 

down and the leaves to turn yellow or die.

Potting mix needs to be loose and moist. 

Small amounts of water on a regular basis 

rather than letting the soil partially dry out 

is needed for the Araceae to prosper.

October City Hall Plant 

Loaned by Pam Molesky

Pam Molesky shared a Fall themed container 

garden with the Clermont City Hall. She is 

pictured with Receptionist, Rose Ford.

The arrangement includes a Lucky Bamboo, 

Buddha Belly and a Mammy Croton.  

Focusing on the Mammy Croton:

Croton houseplants need bright light to 

maintain their colorful leaves.  If there is 

insufficient light, new leaves are green not 

predominantly yellow, red, or orange.  Too 

much direct sun causes phototoridation, a 

condition that makes Croton leaves gray and 

dull looking.

Allow the top 205%-30% of the soil to dry out 

before watering.  Crunchy leaves indicate 

over-watering.  Leaves become soft and 

droop when your plant needs water.  When a 

croton is severely over or under-watered 

leaves drop off.

Crotons prefer temperatures between 60-80 

F. High humidity is a plus.  A rich potting soil 

that is loose and drains well is suggested.
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Yard of the Month

The Clermont Garden Club’s pick for October 2021 yard of the month is 14951 Green 

Valley Blvd in the Green Valley neighborhood. Patsy and Benny Pederson, and their son, 

landscaped the entire yard several years ago to attract bees, birds, and butterflies. The 

front yard has red fountain grass, sweet almond, pentas, heliconia, Buddha belly, hibiscus, 

jatropha, assorted begonias, and many, many more. Under the oaks and magnolia trees 

around the house are also four o’clock plants, firebush, shrimp plants, firecracker fern, 

crotons, orchids, ferns, angel trumpet, copper plant, philodendron, and assorted lilies. This 

is the yard to check out for plant ideas for all new Florida residents. These are the colorful 

plants and flowers to grow here where the northern flowers do not thrive. Thank you for 

sharing your beautiful garden with us!
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How to Control Powdery Mildew with a Homemade Spray
From TheSpruce.com

If you are seeing powdery-looking patches on the foliage of your plants, you most likely have a 

case of the very common powdery mildew fungal disease.1 While there are chemical remedies 

for powdery mildew, few home gardeners need to use them; these controls are usually reserved 

for commercial farming operations. A better solution for home gardeners is simply to follow good 

cultural practices and, if desired, to apply a simple homemade powdery mildew spray.

What Is Powdery Mildew?

Powdery mildew can be caused by many different species of fungi, although the most common in 

cucurbits is Podosphaera xanthii. Powdery mildew is very easy to identify because its symptoms 

are white or gray powdery spots on the leaves, stems, flowers, and even fruit of plants.1

Typically you first see the powdery residue on the lower leaves and stems, but as the disease 

progresses, the powdery coating may blanket the entire plant. 

Powdery mildew grows best in conditions where you'd least expect it--instead of a cool, moist 

environment, powdery mildew prefers warm and dry conditions where there is high humidity 

combined with moderate temperatures. It often appears in late spring and early summer. While a 

mild case of powdery mildew typically isn't fatal to the plant, a severe infection can leech 

nutrients from the plant, causing leaves to wither and yellow. Loss of leaves in plants like 

tomatoes and peppers, for instance, can lead to sunscald of the fruit. 1

Spores of powdery mildew spread by wind and can survive the winter in plant debris or compost 

piles. Make sure to dispose of infected plants and leaves to help prevent future outbreaks.

Homemade Spray for Powdery Mildew

You can apply a homemade spray to control the spread of the powdery mildew fungus. It won't 

get rid of the fungus on leaves that already have it, but it can help prevent it from spreading to 

the rest of the plant.

Ingredients:

1 gallon of water

1 tablespoon baking soda

1/2 teaspoon liquid non-detergent dishwashing soap

Mix the ingredients thoroughly in a gallon-size container or an empty milk jug, then pour some of 

the mixture into a spray bottle. You can also mix and spray directly from a pressure sprayer. 

Spray your plants weekly, preferably on overcast days to prevent it from burning the foliage. Coat 

all sides of the leaves and stems and let them dry. Save leftover spray mixture in your container, 

giving it a quick shake before using it again. Reapply after rain.
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Wanted: Garden Art, Pots, Bird Feeders

We will be selling gently used garden art, pots, bird feeders, garden tools, etc. 

at the Plant Sale & More! Event on Saturday, November

6, 2021 from 9 AM – 2 PM.  If you have any  around the house that you would 

like to donate for the Club to sell please plan to bring them to the Club on 

Friday, 11/5, between 9 am and noon. Please be sure  everything is clean and 

in good working order. If it came with instructions, please bring them!

Wanted: Member Created Raffle Baskets or Items

Thank you to those who have signed up to create a basket or bring an item to 

be raffled. 

Members are asked to create their own garden related baskets to be raffled at 

the Plant Sale.  You can go in with a few people to donate items. Do you have 

an item that you think would make a good raffle candidate?  Not sure? Email 

Cindy Simon, bsktcindy@earthlink.net with a description or picture for an 

answer!

Ideas include: Post-Garden basket with wine, Spring basket with seeds, gloves, 

fertilizer; Garden basket with small pots of plants ready to plant; Butterfly 

Garden basket with native butterfly attracting plants or seeds.  A fairy garden, 

orchid plant, container garden. Get the idea?  Be creative!
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Did You Know We Have a Library?
Julie Milburn, Library Chairwoman

Clermont Garden Club Library 2020-2021 Annual Report

Last summer I culled almost 80 books from the CGC library. Many were duplicates and 

some were not truly relevant to the garden club’s mission statement. Several of the 

older books are in excellent condition, still relevant, and had been donated by founding 

members of the Clermont Garden Club. I kept those. This summer I will go through the 

books again and possibly cull a few more. 

The books that were removed have been offered for sale at our plant sale last fall and 

at two separate yard sales at my home. They are priced low so they can find a good 

home and the revenue has been minimal for that reason. 

The books are separated into assorted categories such as annuals, perennials, Florida 

compatible, native, herbs, vegetables, floral design, and exotics such as orchids, etc. 

These books are invaluable for new transplant members to Florida because many of 

the flowers they are familiar with will not grow here in our area. They are also helpful to 

members when we have our floral design and horticulture shows every other year. 

Any member can check out a book and place the card in the green box on the shelf. If 

you have any books you would like to donate, please contact me and I will gladly 

accept any that would be an asset to our collection. 
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October Babies!

Alice Barrows 10/2

Denise Mercandetti 10/2

Carolyn Schaag 10/9

Jim Lobb 10/13

Lisa Palermo  10/26

Garden Workdays  at the 
Clubhouse

We start @ 8 am and go until @ 

noon

ALL are welcome and NEEDED!
Bring your  gloves, bugspray, 

clippers, etc. 
And don't  forget your WATER!

Garden Workdays

Monday, Oct 4

Monday, Oct 18

Monday, Nov 1

Monday, Nov 15

Monday, Dec 6

Monday, Dec 20

Monday, Jan 10

Monday, Jan 24


